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REPORT ON CENTENARY DINNER OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF ST. GEORGE,
DEVONPORT BRANCH HELD AT WOODRISING GOLF CLUB ON THURSDAY OCTOBER 21ST 2004, TRAFALGAR DAY.
The celebration of 100 years since its foundation was held at Woodrising Golf Club commencing at 7 pm.  Special guests included Mrs. Norma Jamieson, MLC, the Mayor of Devonport, Ald. Peter Hollister,  Guest Speaker Commander Stephen Cornish RANR accompanied by Louise Davidson, Warrant Officer Paul De Boer and his wife Jocelyn from Burnie, Rev. Brian Gibbs and wife Margaret, Mrs. Rose Swain.  Other guests included Mrs. Avis Higgs, Mrs. Celia Webster, Mrs. Val Laycock, Dr Bertie Perera, Mrs. Jean Richardson, Andrea Byrnes, Marie & Stewart Ingles, Joan & Bernard Lilly, Mrs. Addie Hardinge, Betty & David Mansfield, with members Vice President Margaret Keep, Secretary Mrs. Elizabeth Page and Vice Pres. Derek Page, Vice Pres. Mrs. Brenda Gray and husband Ron, Doreen Crispin, Mina Gibbons, Betty Greenwood who provided the beautiful floral table centres, Joan Henthorn and sister Doris Williams, Virginia Hill and Lesley Whiley.
President Mrs. Marion Sage and husband Adrian were unable to attend due to illness, but sent a message wishing all those in attendance a most enjoyable evening.  Several other apologies were received both from local former members and friends and also from interstate.

A Special ‘Centenary Charter’ from World headquarters in England was unveiled by Sec. Elizabeth as a surprise for all present.  This was accompanied by a letter of congratulations and Best wishes from Chairman George Andrews.  Rev. Brian Gibbs was accompanied on the piano by Mrs. Rose Swain, and gave 4 items, despite having had bronchitis for the past 3 weeks.  A beautifully decorated birthday cake was cut by the two longest serving members, Past President Mrs. Brenda Gray and committee member Mrs. Betty Greenwood, and helped by Mayor Hollister and Norma Jamieson.  The cake was made by Margaret Keep and decorated by Mrs. Debbie Lindsay of Forth.

An exhibition of memorabilia was on display plus 3 photo albums dating from 1995.   A more extensive exhibition is on display in the Devonport Library until Oct 29th.
The introduction was done by MC Mrs. Brenda Gray followed by the Welcome by Mrs. Margaret Keep and Apologies by Sec, Elizabeth. This was followed by the Royal anthem and Grace.  After the soup War. Off. Paul De Boer proposed the Loyal Toast, which was followed by the Main Course.  Roast Beef was of course one of the choices.  Greetings were read by the Sec, then the Toast to Absent Friends by Mrs. Gray.  Then came the first bracket of songs by Rev. Gibbs.  Tea and Coffee was closely followed by the cutting of the cake.  The Mrs. Gray introduced Comm. Cornish who gave a brilliant and thought provoking speech.  He spoke briefly about Nelson and Trafalgar where the French had better ships & were better armed but were no match in seamanship, daring, command and confidence for Nelson’s Fleet.  After Trafalgar only 5 French ships remained and dashed Napoleon’s hopes of invading England.  It is Nelson’s bi-centenary next Oct. 21st.  He then spoke about the ‘Premier Patriotic Society of England’ and its role in the first 60 years or so of the last century.  In recent years the influence of England in everyday lives has diminished in a society obsessed with trivia.  Deeds and exploits of the saints, national heroes and heroines have been displaced by a flood of electronic drivel on TV.  However all is not lost, as daily there are examples of doing the right thing, upholding standards instilled by St. George and upholding the standards we all hold dear.
The challenges facing our Society in the next century are - to remain relevant, uphold traditions and standards, and also links with our heritage.  “Play up! Play up!  And play the game!”

Mr. Ron Gray was effusive in his Thanks to Comm. Cornish, and this was carried by acclaim.  The second bracket of songs was then presented by Rev. Gibbs followed by a presentation to him and Mrs. Swain by the Sec. Mrs. Elizabeth Page.
Vice Pres. Margaret Keep then concluded the evening with her own thanks, and wished everyone a safe journey home.  See you next year for the 200th anniversary of Trafalgar!! 
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